Binding of quinacrine to the human Y chromosome.
Human chromosome spreads were stained with 3H-quinacrine and their fluorescence observed. The exact location of specific spreads on each slide was noted and photographs taken. Autoradiographs were then prepared so that the quinacrine fluorescence of any specific chromosome could be compared directly with the distribution of grains over the same chromosome on the autoradiograph. The Y chromosome fluoresced much more intensely than any of the other chromosomes, but there were no more grains over the Y chromosome than over the other chromosomes. Therefore the enhanced fluorescence of the human Y chromosome is not due to an increased binding of quinacrine.